
STUDY ONE: PLEADING INADEQUACY (Chapters 1_4) 
Jeremiah 1:4-19 

Open 

1. Think of a time when someone asked you to do something you 
thought was over your head. What feelings did you have about 
attempting the task? What reasons did you have to not try? Did 
those reasons keep you from trying? Why or why not? 

2. What helps you feel encouraged when you have a difficult task 
set before you? 

Study 
Read]eremiah 1:4-19. . . 

3. Summarize the dialogue between the Lord and Jeremiah m thIS 

chapter. 
' . . . 1 tion to God's call on his life (v. 6)? 4. What is Jeremiahs 1n1t1a reac . 

. h that he is capable of being 5. How does God reassure Jerem1a 
God's prophet (vv. 7-l0)? · . 

. ,, God to be a prophet to the nations 6. Jeremiah was "appointed by " t do or be? It might not d " pointed you O 
. ( v. 5). What has Go ap . ' but God does have a unique 

Jeremiahs call, seem as important as · f each of us. and original adventure or 



7_ We too are good at pleading inadequacy in order to avoid liVing 

at the_ best God calls us to. How tired the excuses sound! "I am 

too young"; "I am only a layperson"; "I don't have time." What 

reasons do you use to resist God's call on your life? 

8. God showed Jeremiah two visions in this dialogue (vv. 11-16). 

What is the significance of the vision in verses 11-12? What is 

the significance of the vision in verses 13-16? 

9. In verse 19 the Lord says, "They will fight against you but will 

not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you" (NIV). 

In what ways has God communicated reassurance that he will 

help you to become the person you are called to be-even in the 

face of opposition? 

10. Jeremiah lived in a changing and dangerous world, much like our 

own. How do you see God's hand controlling evil in the world? 

Commit 

11. How can you be more open to both God's call and God's re

assurance to you? 

12. Make a list of people, experiences, Scripture passages or signs 

that remind you of God's presence in your life. Each day focus 

on one item on the list, thanking God for it. 

Off er God your praise for his work in your life-in the past, present 

and future. 


